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The Tryal of 
WITCHCRA ET 
| WITC HCRAE ae 


| 


Arraign’d and Condemin’d, 


In fome Anfwers to a few Queflions 
Witches and Witchraft, 

| Wherein is fhewed, hew to know if one 
a Witch, as alfo when one is bewitcl 


with fome Obfervations upon the Witches 
Mark, their compa& a the Devil) the 


White Watches &c, ys We Fob } 
OF is 


Exod. 22, 18. Thou he alt + mot fe iz 
Witch to live, 


It is advantagious to have many engagedin || 
writing onthe fame Subj ‘even though § 
they fhauld fay little more chen what is faic 
by others. Mr, Durbam on the Revels 
Digrefs, 3- Pape 63, 


A Letter from a Friend. 


Sir; 


Aving heard Arange things reported 
of Witch-craft and Witches: I de- 
fire to know from you, what fa- 
tisfa&ion you can give me in anz 
fwer to the following Queries, 

wherewith the mouths of People are on that 
oceafion fo much filled; take them thus, 


Query 1. How thall one know if a difeafe 
be the effect of Witch-craft, feeing all grant, 
that ftrange difeafes may bappen either to 
Manor Bealt; which yet are neither the pros 
dué of Devils or Witches, 


Query 2, What meanes are beftto be ufed 
for belp to thefe thus bewitched, And here J 
would know 1, whatisto be thought of cau. 
fingthe fufpe&ed Witch, touch the afflided } 
Party, 2, If this be not, then what other 
mean is beft, 


Query 3, I would furtherknow, what will 
A 2 prove 


4 A 
Prove oneta bea Witchy andhere x, If bit ii 
ter curling and imprecations with malefices fol. i 
lewing thereupon, will Prove it? and if not 

thar. then 2d, If a perfons often enc 
the difeafe of the tormented, 
to vilite them nnfent for 


Juiring into 

or their coming 

+ yea, after they have 

n difchare‘d the houfe as being fulpeaed 

will do the bulinefs? O;¢ 3d, ifthe afs 

perfon his or her feeing, intime of their 

2 fits; fo asto know and name parti 

‘ons; will prove the Perfon thus feen 

koOWA, andnominate, tobea Mitch, O; 4th, 

If yone of thofe, then ( pray ) what will do 

it ? your anfwers agreeably to the mind of the 

belt Writers you have feen, is earnefily intreaz 
ted by, 

Your Humble Servant, 


An anfwer to the Letter 


10 Fam fenfible 


that to fpeak on this head 
Of witcheralt 


'savery hard Task; con. 
th difficulty of difeevering 
cy of the grounds of witch. 
th Wignels of fome juggling 
Connterfits, being fo preat and many) as allo 
conlidering how Satan feek ta imitate God in 
his ations ; as Scripture, and many ftrange 

( thos 


rn 


, 

(the true ) Falaiewrabant PVitches do abun- 
dautly make appear: forexample, 2 Ayngs 5. 
27 Wweread that God by the Praphet makes 
WNaamans \eprefie cleave to Gebazi; fo Satan 
does by the help of Witches at fometines, take 
the difeale from off one perfon, & layes it upon 
another, Alfo, we read .4és 8 39, of Philips 
being carried bodily out of the Eunueds tight 5 
fo alfo can the Devil tranfport budies fram one 
place to another, as we find he took our blefs 
{ed Saviour up unto the pinacle ofthe Temple, 
Mat, 4, And he often carries his own fervants 
into the aires ashe did Dr, Faufur, or over 
into forraign places; asis ufval for himto do 
with thefe Witches, Tho. I fay, thefe with 
many moe things concurre ta render the unz 
dertaking hard ; yet I think it needs not be ill 
Jook*t upon ifan effay be made of his nature ; 
confidering efpecially how much light may be 
borrowed from the Writings of learned men 
both of ald and of late, the direful experience 
of former ages: as well as of this, having af § 
forded occalion for fach queftions as be pre- 
pofed by you, and which are current with the |f 
common people, Adventuring therefore to 
obey. your defire, take the Anfwers in the 
following Method, 

&e&, i 


SECTION I 


if one be bewitched. 


iM anfwer to your firt Query, Y would fay; 
that no donbt mon peuple may be thought 
t00 rafh in attributing to Witchcraft every dif- 
eafe that feems ftrange and beyond ordinary, 
asis ribbtly infinnated. in your ground given 
for your fix ff Qy ryt Famous writers inflancing 
in their beoks many ftrange and wonderful 
dileafes, yet no wor k of witchcraft, as arethe 
Carum, *Caralepfis, Cramp, with 
10€ Mentioned by Dr, Cettain his Eu 

d Dr, Mafsnin bis practice of phis 

raard in his Guide to Grand 

» All which Nuthors do yee Mill affirm 

roceed from natural caufes, andta 

raple by natural remedies ; tho fearce 
rould acommon perfon lox k on the party thas 


diflempe withant concluding witchcraft 
where the difeafe ig more then 
natural, and nolefsthen thee & of witcherafe 


it 


‘ 
i 
i 


SECTION IL 


Of Means to be ufed for helping 
the bewitched. 


V Arious are the methods fallen upon for ea 
fing the affli@ted: among which is that 
made mention of in the fecond Query of cauling 
the fufpe@ed Witch touch the affli@ed perfon, 
asif their touch could curethem ; Which yet 
feemsnotto be a mean on which we are to rely 
(though I God not the ule of it imply condem- 
ned jas having neitbera divine appointment.nor 
a natural realon ferit, Add to this ( which 
fome have well taken notice of) that the fulpe: 
God ppireberveitber prefence or abfence,isa very 
uncertain thing,for 1, Their prefece or ablénce 
as itches takes it force ouly from their league 
and covenant with the Devil; which as they can 
renew at pleafare, fo can they make their pre- 
fe ort effeGual accordingly ; So as if 
d party be bad, and take Bits, they 

denting with the Devil over agai 

(G 


SECTION IIL 


What well prove one to be alVstch. 


Gast is the MyRery of iniquity, and its hard 
LF to difcover the Members of that King- 
dom of darknefs, where the King is Satan, the 
fiery Dragon, the roaring Lyon, and deceiver 
ofthe Nations ; and where the fubjects are fag’ 
rots of hell, Deceivers and deceived: Yet 
thereugh the Lords blefling on the means and 
upon for deteaing fuch, they 
I tcachatthefe, and 


methods fallen 
e oneto bea 


ained in the th 
articular whichis it bite 
il following there 
d to th 


bee 


on 


SEGTION IIL 


What wsl) prove one to be al¥itch. 


Reat is the Myftery of iniquity, and its hard 
to difcover the Members of that King- 
dom of darknels, where che King is Satan, the 
fiery Dragon, the roaring Lyon, and deceiver 
ofthe Nations ; and where the fabjedts are fag? 
gots of hell, Deceivers and deceived: Yet 
thoraugh the Lords blefling on the means ane 
methods fallen upon for detecting fuch, they 
may be known let us then touchatthefe, and 
firft negatively w! will not prove one to bea 
Frisch, and then} ively, what will, 
begi throw with the feve 
ained in the third 
ft particular whichis it bit 
ations, evil following th 
etobea Vy thand toth 
have beer 


| followed to the pe 
fo 


(22 ) 
Over ro Satans power; yet I fee not why cur. 
fings with harm folowing them are any other 
then a prefumption ( however geéatit be ) that | 
ent is aVVich, 

2, As to a perfans often enquiring ince the 
difeafe of the tormented, or their coming ta viz 
fite them unfent for,yea perbaps after they have 
been difcharg‘d the houfe,as perfons under fuf 
picion, itsianfwered in one word, that thisis no 
other thena prefumption, &that for this reafon 
among others, that revengeful fpiries (though 
they beno /Fstebes) having once curled, and 
hearing of (eme fudden mifchance following 
inorder of time thereupon, may inquire after 
the afflited party, yea vilite him cr her, while 
under this\fit of carfed joy conceived in them 

| at the hearing of fuch news, when yet for all 
this there is perhaps no league withthe Devil, 
and as for their viliting uodefir'd, yea, when 
}) probibite and difcharg'd,fome have rightly imz 
puted thefameto the confidence, or ratherim- 
pudence of the poorer, and nomannerly fart of 
peeple, 
| 3. As to the afflicted perfons (eeing, know- 
ing and naming diverfe perfons in time of cheis 
fits, as their torwentors; asit was with Mr, 
Throgmortons Children (as the Auther of the 
py Relation of /arbiys PVitches does atten) yer 
| will 


ie 
ee 1 


(230R ee 
willnot y prove § petlien or perfons fo known: 
& nominate, to beall PV iteber {or 1,asto their 
being (cn, doubtlefs tho the Devil cannot crez 
ate any inward /pecies or reprefentation; this 
being a work of Ommiporencic ( a8 Holy and /ear- 
ned Mr, Durbam hath oblerved ) yet Ged pets 
mitting bim; be by working upon what is alz 
seady within the perfon, may nifreprefent obs 
jeas, by diflucbing inwardlie the Faculties & 
Organs: fo that hecan prefentiate tothe Phans 
tafe (ach perfonsy ashe knows the tormented 
party abhors to fee, and uleth to fear far ifbe 
could reprefent a feeming Samuel, mach more 
a Gracelefs man or woman, to deceive the Fan- 
ay of diftur bed minds of afflicted Perfons ; and 4 


yet thefe gracelels perfons may bene VV inches 
for doubtlefs in this the Devil may lie, as well 
asfpeak true, 2, Asto their being named, its 
but the Devils: Teflimonie, which is not to be 


Jaid weight on, in the matter of life and death 5 

feing he may accufe an innocent, as hiftories 9) 

abundantly declare / 
Sin] perlwade my felt you take up my mind # 

in this matter betrer then to think any favour 

to be intended or allowed, by what I have faid iV 

ofthir Negative marks (as I called them for 4) 

difliv@ions fake ) to anv of thele members of ¥ 

Satans Kingdomthe /V# bes: Gad forbid any |) 9 

Cc 


(far q 


iy) ¢aq 


(% 

(far lefs t ) fhould in the faa Favour fach for 
© whom God barh told usin his word he hathino 
fayar they continuing fuch ; (or bowever I have 

all along!tcalled thefe bat Prefumptions,in fa\do- 
iy ing: I fay 00 other then what pious aodilearn‘d 
Writers on this bead have fpoken, who withal 
are of opin.en (as falfo am ) chat fuch preg- 

| pant and threwd prefamptions {afficiently wits 
) nefled are jult caufe of imprifenment, and are 
_ worthy after tryall ) of moft fevere and conz 
i), dign punifhment but ere the life can be taken 
EN) fromthem,it willperhaps be foundineedz 


) fal,hat aleagae with the Devil be oncejproven, 
© for underRanding of this, let as premile thefeq. 
) or 5. things. t that the Devil feeks not tomake 


; anya Witch whom he finds not fome way prez 
vir“d, either by impenitency and ebdurednels, 
J Giftemperednels of paflion, prophanefs, and the 
fike for he will not readily nor willingly ate 
ae and farprizes where he thinks not to gain 
| ground, 2. Finding man or woman thus prepa- 
red, he waits bis opportanity of appearing to 
them vilibly, fometimestn one fhape, fometins 
fn another, varying accarding to the nature, 
quality, and condition ofthe perfonsto whom | 
fethus appears : thus he is faid to have appear~ 
edto Dr Fauflxsin the habite offome religious 
perfon ; and howit is, thathe werksoponthe 
poor 


(15) 
whom be at one time allares by 


yes, at other times furprizing 
o acomplyance with his 
as he finds them ighoe 


poor creature, 
many perlw al 
them, frights them int 


overtuies, according 
rant or witty: for he's a cunning Engiteer; 


who attacks towns according to thejr fortificaz |} 
tion. firuation,or garrifon be underftands wlio if 
amongmen and women are weak, andon what | 
fide ; and agreeably, fome are min‘d, others 
bomb'd, fome won by florm, 
pofition, others again are flarved intoa furren- 
der, 3 That which he aims at in all thir aflaales, 

and in order whereunto he appears once OF ‘| 
oftner, as he finds need is, to draw the poor, }) 
impenitent, and obdured creatureintoa league 9) 
with bimfelf, which League or Covenant, Diz f 
vines makes tobe twofold : the one implicites | j 
feeretand clofss wherein isa mutual corfent, 19 
but withoue any exprefs terms on either fide ; 
Mr, Perkins in his difcourfe of Witchcraft, aM 
chap. 2, Explains this, while he fays that when | 
aperfon defiresin heart to have fueb or foch a Hi 
thing effe &ed by fuperftitious forms, &¢. And qf 
the Devilconfents thereunto, if be then do the |) 
bufine(s, there is a fecret compact t thus fach 4 
as by cerrain forms of words and prayers; call ® 


| upon the Devil ; and when tho they know it to} 
be unwarantable, yet will de it, becaufe they 4 
‘ C2 find} 


ethers by com 


16 
find an cff:& mace Cable y their expectation | 
in uling fuch charms and fpells, they arein Co- 
venant with the Deyil,though they will not let 
themfelves know or thiakit, Now this fecret 
compact Satan lometimes, and astofome pers 
fons, relts fatisfied with, as when the man or 
woman is of confiderable knowledge, and hath 
much Mother Vic (as wecommonly callit)) | 
andfo is fuch ashe knows willnot be eafily 
drawn into.a more formal and exprels league 
withhim; or whenhe is content they fhould 
be thinning profeffors and fach of whom he de- 
| figastoferve himfelf moflly,if not only, in mat- 
ters feemiugly good, The other fart of league 
is that which is more exprefs and formal, and 
when there be matual conditions: the VViteb 
on his or her part giving over their Soul (and 
fometimes alfa the body ) into Sathans power, 
he on the other part, promifes great things to 
them knowledve to the ignorant, revenge to 
the envious, and wratbfal, @&e, hough he often 
breaks his promife tothem, ashe did to a Hams 
garian Fitch, of whom Ibave read, who being 
putin prilan, and wanting food, fhe did eat her 
own fl th andlo perifhed : Satan her Mafter 
never once helping ber, if it was not to deftroy 
herlelf, fgoner then otherwife fhe might have 
dene, But then 4, rhe Covenant thus made, he 
proceeds 


17 
preceeds to confirm it, eh (fome fay ) wut 
be done by blaod: therefore, fome offer him a 
Sacrifice ; perhaps of acat,dog , pollinly 
he condefcends thus far to fome /Viech 1 of 
a more then ordinary Nation: hut however 1 
will not be politiye in this; only I Ard ital 
ted/by fome,that he will not paretha witl 
ordinary Witcher, but mull r ds Suck Blow 
of them which is done by Spirits, and that in 
feveral parts of the bedy, asthe crown ¢ fre 
head, under the ear, the chin, Fc, as witches o 
whom Ihave read, have confeffeti before the 
Judges, Nextfollows the 77itch Mark, fome? 
times Jike alblew fpot, ora little tate, or reid 


{pots like flea: biting, fometimesalfoths Hlefh is 


faok in, and hallow, and thisis put infec 


is of the Head, Or y= 
under the arm-pits, ané 


ces, as among the ha 
of the Body. fr : 


brows, within the li 
even in the moft fecret parts 
Thus the Devil & they becoming familiar, they 
get from him Familiar Spirits, fame one, fome 
moe with whom they confult, and a& and o7 
yer which Spirits he makes them believe they | 
have all power, and can command them at 
pleafure ; and in this they aflume to themfelves 
akind af Glory, tothink thas they have Spirits 


at their nodd, to fend forth for the torment of 
others ; and herein they rejoyces that they ca" 4 
keep | 


ra) 
Keep others in awe by (uch thoughts ofthem, 
or words to them, whereupen follows burt ard 
milchief, Seme have fe far-run on in maintain 
anent the Hitches petting faz 
milar Spirits, atthat they think, that Witch sdo 
work all their malice and mifchiet by thofecurz | 
fed Gasnffis 5 and fo they make three things | 
concure to the bewitchirg ofa Perfon 5 viz. | 
a. Divine permiflion, a Devilifh operation. Or 
the evil Spirits working ; and lafly, the Witz 
ches content; So that the Devil doesall, and 
they confeftt to all, whichto wit, isdone in 
their behalf, for no doubt, Satan can ge ef, 
and for himfelf, where he haih no league 
with the Witch, thus fome define a Witch, to 
be (uch as do aff Beyond tbe ordinary pow? of 
Nature, by the hep of micked Spirit. Athen, 
Mere, V, #. N, 3. & 

Now, before we proceed forthe, we fhall 
take natice of this one Ce/Vorary that may be 
drawn from what we bave now faid anent this 
Covenant with the Devil, From hence pollibe 
bly we may gathera veafomy why PYisches hime 
Selves ave not a paid to met wih the Devil? For 
ene woold think that Humane Nature miphe | 
jofily fright at the appearances if not the ama 

We would fay theres 
ng) but at fometimes 


| fing name of DEVIL. 
his ewn i0 frightfat 


ing this point of it, 


fore, that we doubt notbi 
))) the Devil appears even to 
} fhapesy 


be angry ac 
them, opon their 

them, as B.rvard rege 

dike, whom he pufht into a 
would not go belp Chatsox 
( whom fhe could sot abide) tom 
The fame Author fays, che Devil 
times to Witch Chatiox gaping upon 
Form of a Brsr2, with opea mor th 
would have worried ber, yet I think th 
fon why fer ordinary they are not fo m 
fraid to meet, fpeak to and keep C 
with bim ; is, that they being now in ¢ 


nant with him, dream af no hart in 
him at 


flrange they 


nel: yea, they fancy they ha 


mand, Andifi¢be laid, it 
no checks of Confcience in the mean tit 
caufe of their League Wthe Devil; We ant 
that it is noc fe Arange.as fad, ar dtob 

ted; For they being readily before hat given 
up of God toa reprobate mind, bave their 
| Gonfciences feared, fo as that they \ 

fenfe and feeling of fin. 

But new, to come to the queftion more 
clofely, andtofhew how one may be convic- 
ted of this their league with the Devil ; this 
compaé how fecretly fo ever ma isto be 

| fearcht into, and all the prefumptic erto 
|froken af, mult tend to prove ar d difc 


t 


Zt 

wearing them, and all be time of bis or her 
wearing them, pained or tormented, 474, 
The confeffion of Fellowes Witches, efpecially a 
appearing penitent, and being called ane by 
one yet all agree in their Teltimony 5 astheit 
having feen, and been with them at their (uf 

edted Devilifh meetings plotings, Ue. And 
here comes in the repart of the Good or white 
Witch ( as they call bim or her ) whereby is 
meant, thefe Healers ot Bhfers (as fome call 
¢hem ) who pretend to know who are bad 
Wirches, and where they dwell; and how to 
heal blafting, for {peaking Oe Thefe being 
themfelves Witches and in league withthe De 


vil, bef} know who thefe are,and what be their 


A Divine witnfe. where Go 


practiles, 5. 
y pray fer 


condefcends to giveit, 35, when the 
a token from God ofdifpleafare againft them 
if they be guilty ; and it accordingly falls out. 
Asitis reported to have been with one Mother § 
Saviuel the Warboys Witch that tormented Mr. 
Throgmrrtons children, who by bitter curfes cn 
her (elf if fhe were guilty ; prefently her Chint 9 
did Bleed, the place ( as afterwards fhe cou~ 
fefi ) where the Spirits did Suckblood, 6th. # 
And lafily, The confeifion of the Wit 

Sometimes the arraign’d W 


elves 
Covenant with the 
Yay 2) 


fefs sheir beir gin 


(22) 
partly upon being charg‘d with the guilt, or! 
of theirown accord, or finally, being drawn 


thereto through terror of Conicience. 


But now Sir, after all that is faid, 1 defire 
net te be fo underftood, as if hereby ¥ de- 
fign'd to force any intoa complyance with the 
Conclufions already laid down, further then 
the reafons brought by grave Anthors already) 
hinted will petiwade ; nor do] think the Opie 
nions or Ptattifes of others which may fee } 
to ren crof to fomething hitherto afferted | 
areto be taxed by any; fo that what is here 
faid is only to thew you what hath given the 
Alnfeocrer ta your Queftions melt fatisfation 
in thefe Points. For aconclufion therefore f 
would jay, that tho Ihave adventured on thefe 
few lines in anfwerto your Querics, therein TF 
do ,not, nor ineeed can I expect to fatisfie all; 
even of the more Judicions, bucam apprehen- 
five on the contrary, tbat I imay di(pleafe fome 
ofthem (fer which I fhould yet be forty ) 
who may pollibly think thacthe greatnefs of 
the Task might have forc'd meto amoreawe 
fulldifance, and a giving way to better and 
greater Undertakers 3 but finding none hitherz 
to forward for allaying vulgsr rude notions ae 


bout your momentuens quefiions, Ibave (yet 
with 


C3 
with all fabmiffion ) acti on this fhort 
effay the queftiens handled therein, raz 
ther then the anfwers, being fach as 
may pufh others forward to fe- 
cond and much better cares 
about them; which 
fhould much 
refrefh, 
Sir, 


Your Friend and Servant» 1} 
] 


